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GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS  

 
 
In 2020, the Coast Guard began making broadcast notices to mariners containing locally relevant 

information accessible by mobile devices and the internet. 

 Previously, the only way to obtain this information in a timely fashion was to tune in to local Coast 

Guard broadcasts that take place on very high frequency (VHF) marine radio two or more times 

per day. The new methods of information delivery have included Rich Site Summary, also known 

as Really Simple Syndication (RSS) feeds, email, and other means such as map-based filtering. The 

Coast Guard has received public feedback indicating that mariners prefer the real-time 

accessibility of mobile and internet access to this information over scheduled VHF broadcasts, 

because access is more timely, reliable, convenient, and customizable. Also, some mariners have 

reported that VHF broadcast notice to mariners are bothersome, because they are perceived as 

unnecessary radio clutter that can be distracting when maneuvering along a dock, in ports or 

other areas of congested traffic. 

The Coast Guard is considering phasing out the process of distributing this information by routine 

VHF radio broadcasts, and is seeking public comment. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For information about this document, please call or email 

Eugene Diotalevi, Coast Guard Navigation Center; telephone: 703–313–5800; email: 

Eugene.j.diotalevi@uscg.mil. 

 

 

  

mailto:Eugene.j.diotalevi@uscg.mil


Response from  the HRBYCA 

“The Board of Directors of the HRBYCA referred this proposal to our special committee for Safety, 

Navigation, and Operations for consideration and review.  

It is the opinion of the HRBYCA SNOC  and concurrence of the BoD of the HRBYCA that this 

proposal is indeed worthwhile and therefor is supported by our organization and its member 

clubs.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Shortnose Sturgeon: New Population Study Underway 

Hudson RiverNet              News from the Hudson River Estuary Program 

Shortnose sturgeon (Acipenser brevirostrum) is the smallest of New York's sturgeons, rarely 

exceeding 4 feet in length and 18 pounds in weight. Adult shortnose sturgeon migrate upriver from 

their mid-Hudson overwintering areas to freshwater spawning sites north of Coxsackie, but much 

of their spawning behavior and early life-stages are still not fully understood. 

 

Shortnose sturgeon was the first fish listed as 

endangered with enactment of the 1973 

Endangered Species Act. Soon after, researchers 

conducted a population estimate for Hudson 

River shortnose sturgeon in order to develop 

recommendations for managing the recovery of 

this fish.  A second population study in the 1990s 

indicated a substantial increase in the spawning 

population from the 1970s. 

The shortnose sturgeon population in the 

Hudson River may now be the largest in the 

world. However, this assessment is based on research that is several decades old, and new studies 

are needed to support management and recovery actions. 

Newer technologies now available, such as high resolution side-scan sonar and acoustic telemetry, 

have been successfully used to provide enhanced population estimates for other sturgeons. 

Acoustic telemetry uses receivers to detect signals emitted from tagged marine species like 

sturgeon. The side-scan sonar uses sound to create an image of the river floor and objects in the 

water column, and is one method for counting fish. Smaller objects in the river, such as shortnose 

sturgeon, are harder to distinguish. 

In 2018, staff from DEC's Hudson and Delaware 

Fisheries Unit worked with scientists from the 

universities of Delaware and Delaware State to test 

whether side-scan sonar could be used to assess the 

river’s population of shortnose sturgeon. Fisheries 

staff built wooden sturgeon of different sizes and 

mounted them to cement blocks. The models were 

lowered to the bottom of the river in random order. 

The side-scan sonar was then pulled through the area 

imaging the models. The sonar was able to detect 
 

 

7/31 – Peekskill to Croton, HRM 44-34: We paddled in kayaks on the rising tide from the mouth of the Croton River to the 

Peekskill waterfront today. It was a beautiful day and Haverstraw Bay was like glass. In a three-hour paddle, we got good 

looks at six sturgeon that jumped completely out of the water. All were about three-feet-long, which meant they could 

have been either Atlantic or shortnose sturgeon [but more likely the former]. I’ve never had this many good looks at 

sturgeon in one day; I’m hoping that this was a good sign for the health of their population.  



- Scott Craven, Richard Weinberg  

 

[Six-miles of the Hudson River from Bear Mountain south to Verplanck (river miles 46-40) has long been thought of as a 

"summering" location—a reach where they can take flight—for juvenile Atlantic sturgeon.  

 

Sturgeons have a behavioral trait, a predilection for leaping out of the water for poorly understood reasons. When they 

are many-feet-long, weighing a hundred pounds or more, and are not readily recognized as a “regular fish,” the 

experience is often bewildering—their countenance has a Jurassic feel. Theories on why they leap include a 

physiological need for air, i.e., gulping air to refill their swim bladder, to shaking off parasites, to just feeling good (there is 

always room for whimsy). Tom Lake] 

 

 

INTERCLUB INFORMATION EXCHANGE-VIRTUAL BULLETIN BOARD 

Palisade Boat Club reports a great pumpkin event. 

From Justin Fornal 

“l received confirmation that a farming family in Durham, Connecticut will be giving me their 1,200 lb pumpkin at the end of 

the season. Right now it is traveling the state fair circuit.   

For my birthday on November 20th I will drop the pumpkin in the Hudson River at JFK marina and have it towed up to PBC via 

power boat.  At slack tide I will paddle the pumpkin across the Hudson River to the Palisades. Anyone who would like to join 

the flotilla via kayak is welcome. . The pumpkin will be composted upon completion.  

I plan to have pumpkin pie, pumpkin beer, pumpkin coffee, and pumpkin biryani.  If all goes well perhaps next year we can 

have multiple giant pumpkins and begin a new annual NY tradition." 

    

WOW! 

  



 

 

Have you ever… 

Wanted to sail but didn’t know where to begin? 

Wanted to buy a sailboat but found it too expensive? 

Been looking for others to sail with? 

LEARN TO SAIL  

• For 30+ years, SEAS Westchester has been teaching safe sailing with 
classes for both first-timers and experienced sailors. 
 

• As a nonprofit and volunteer-run organization, our courses are offered at 
affordable prices.  
 

• Sailing fundamentals are taught by certified, experienced instructors in 
classrooms and aboard our fleet of Sunfish board boats or our  
28-foot Newport sailboat.  

• Members enjoy sailing and ongoing instruction through the season. 

• We offer training and certification in advanced skills. 

• Three levels of Skipper memberships to sail the Newport.  
 

YOU ARE RIGHT NEXT TO ONE OF THE NATION’S MOST BEAUTIFUL 
 NATURAL RESOURCES: THE HUDSON RIVER.  COME OUT AND JOIN US. 

 

For information about SEAS, individual & family memberships, and classes: 
(Or to serve as a skipper, instructor, or first mate) 

Website Email Phone 

SailHudson.org SEASwestchester@gmail.com 845-832-1920 

http://www.seaswestchester.org/
mailto:SEASwestchester@gmail.com


Hudson River Fishermen’s Association  

 

 



For Sale J24 Sailboat 

 

$6,000.00 

Mercury 6hp outboard  Port-a-potty 

Ray Marine Depth Gauge  Interior Cushions 

Ray Marine Speed Gauge  Interior Lights 

Roller Furling Jib  Navigation Lights 

2 Main Sails  Foredeck Light 

1 Genoa  Life Jackets 

Spinnaker  Anchor, Chain and Rode 

Spinnaker Pole  Fire Extinguisher 

   

Call Gary Dlabola 914 271-7675 

Email:  gdlabola@aol.com 
 

 


